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“Saturday we loaded our bus for the last time (?) at 6am to head for home. 
What a wonderful sound that word made to us at this time.  We had heard 
that people back home were as excited as we were and we were anxious to be 
with them.  There was one obstacle in our way: THE WEATHER!  We spent 
19 hours at the airport and ended up having our arrangements changed a 
number of times.”                                                                 - Robert Haggett

Friday night was our last meal at the Poseidon, our 
“regular” restaurant.  We showed our appreciation 
with a bouquet of flowers and a standing ovation. 

We were allowed to sleep the remainder of the 
long night at the airport in the Olympic Village. 
Wow, flush toilets!! 
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 “What a surprise to see all those friendly faces, especially those of our loved ones. 
After a short speech on the steps of the municipal building and a parade around the 
village square, it was time for the band to go home and try to live our normal lives 
again.  After living for a week in a foreign country and being recognized by the entire 
world, we would find it hard to return to our daily routines.  This was a moment in 
our lives that had more meaning than anything that we have experienced before.  We 
will never forget this trip.”                                                                 - Robert Haggett
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80’s Candids.  “The band resumed its usual summer schedule of field days 
and parades.  In honor if the Olympic trip, band members received new hats, 
complete with “scrambled eggs” on the brim, and “Pivo Team” shirts.  We 
played concerts that summer wearing these shirts and hats.  The band also 
produced another recording made from an Alexandria Bay concert that 
summer.  A nicely done slide show presentation of the Sarajevo trip was 
created by Andy VanDuyne and Jerry Gallagher and presented to over 240 
organizations and events.  The band seemed to be riding a wave of popularity 
that never seemed to slow down!  By the end of the 80’s, I would look forward 
to the annual rehearsal, anticipating a few more interesting gigs or another 
big trip somewhere.”                                                               - Darin LaGarry

The Brass Firemen were honored several times 
following the Olympic appearance.  A sign on 
the Village Green was presented and also a sign 
was hung on the Municipal Building (right). 

 

“only the shadow 
nose…” 
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1985 Presidential Inauguration. We were invited 
back to Washington in 1985 to participate in the 
Inaugural Parade for President Ronald Reagan..  It was 
so cold that our valves would freeze a few seconds after 
we stopped playing while practicing in our motel 
parking lot..  The parade was cancelled and the band 
was invited to attend the indoor ceremony. 

“So the Priest says to the Rabbi…” 
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Norwood Fire Dept. and Band, 1985.  Each year the band, with the Fire Department, participates in an Annual Review ceremony 
prior to departing for NNY Convention.  This picture was taken during the Annual Review in 1985. 

“Then there was the time that Chris Greenwood got a brand new trombone as a graduation present…. took it to the Raquette 
River FD field day and… whoop! … there goes his slide into a sand pile!”                                                                  - Paul Haggett

Hannawa Falls field day 
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1989 Presidential Inauguration.  Our third trip to Washington DC was 
for the Inaugural Parade of President George W. Bush.  This time the 
weather cooperated.   

There parade was interrupted briefly when a hot dog stand exploded unexpectedly on the 
parade route.  After the secret service had investigated the incident (which was a 
legitimate accident apparently) the parade resumed.  We were hurried along to make up 
time and we were nearly running when we passed by the president (notice the length of 
our stride below!).  Poor Lyle had to drop out because the pace was just too brisk. 
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Indianapolis 500.  In 1994 the band was invited to march in the annual 
Indianapolis 500 parade.  The day before the race, the band paraded 3½ miles 
through downtown Indianapolis in front of 400,000 people.  On the day of the 
race, the band paraded a single lap around the 2½ mile track, most of it at a 
rather uncomfortable incline.  Bob observes, “It took the Brass Firemen 65 
minutes to finish a lap and Al Unser Jr. 45 seconds!” 

Are we there yet?  L to R: Dick French, Chris Mitchell, Dave Flint, Bob Thorpe, 
Bill Felix, Dave Rourke, Mike Cordaro, Paul Haggett, John Upham, Joe 
Mariano.

Darren Haggett’s first big trip! A new set of wheels… and no funnel!

“To get ready for this parade we 
practiced each weekend in May and 
marched 14 laps around the indoor track 
at NNCS.”                    – Robert Haggett

“After the parade, we stayed for 
part of the race then left Indy on 
Sunday afternoon… drove all night 
getting home at 6:30am.  All 
members returned at 10am to 
parade in our local Memorial Day 
parade in Norwood.  We kicked 
butt in that parade… played non-
stop from the Legion to the park.”   
                             - Robert Haggett 
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1996 TAUNY Article in Watertown Times.  Taken at the Potsdam Rescue Concert.  Front Row, L to R: Jerry Gallagher, Andy 
VanDuyne, Ken Beckstead, Lyle Camp, Charley Cotey, Joe Liotta.  Back Row: Wayne Murray, Elmer James, Dick Boyle, Jason 
Burrows, Josh Zanger, Dave Flint, John Wolfe, Dan Frick, Dick Liscum, Bob Haggett, Paul Haggett, Ben Hopsicker, Dave Rourke. 
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Brass Firemen in 2000.  Taken at the Norwood Museum following our annual rehearsal.  Front Row, L to R: Dick Liscum, 
Charley Cotey, Dave Flint, Dick Boyle, Jerry Gallagher.  Second Row: Paul Jadlos, John Wolfe, Josh Zinger, Dan Zinger. 
Third Row: Tim Donahue, Robert Haggett, Tom Stickney, Ben Hopsicker, Josh Lefave.  Back Row: Dave Rourke, Ken 
Beckstead, Jon Hunkins, Dan Frick, Brian Durant.

Several recent State Convention trips have included 
an excursion on Don’s Dad’s boat. 
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Autographs
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“2002 Season continued with another great season of concerts, parades, cold drinks and card 
games.    Having been away from the band for 12 years it was a treat to be asked to join again. 
My wife Jodi often accompanied me with camera in hand.  The bus was new to me but the card 
games were quite familiar.  I was saddened to learn that all the North Country firemen’s field 
days had ceased, but pleased that we now have a good relationship with our Canadian friends
that has led to some parade opportunities there.  Scenes of 9-11 were present at a number of 
events.  FDNY members carried the WTC Flag in the Lake George parade. Also we participated 
in a 9-11 remembrance ceremony in Potsdam.”                                                  –Darin LaGarry

Massena Concert, 2002.  Back Row L to R: Dave Rourke, Jerry Gallagher, Bryan Haggett, Ken Beckstead, Jon Hunkins, 
Jim Corbett, Lyle Camp, Jim Whittet, Charlie Cotey, Dick Boyle, Paul Jadlos, Bob Haggett.  From Row, left to right: Don 
Cannamela, Paul Haggett, John Wolfe, Darin LaGarry, Wayne Murray, Tom Stickney, Dan Frick (director), Dave Flint. 
A few Brass Firemen alumni were at this concert: Paul and Matt Vaska showed up with their families to say hello. 

4th of July Parade, on Morgan St.
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Photography by Jodi LaGarry 


